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AT  a  time  lik-e  the  present,  when  s« 
•many  distinguished  characters  of  all 
nations  oS&r  themselves  to  our  notice, 
and  have  successively  risen  from  the 
lowest  conditions  to  the  most  exalted 
stations  in  life,  it  will  not,  we  presume 
be  unacceptable  to  the  generality  of 
our  readers  if  we  present  them  with 
the  faithful  -history  of  a  man,  (chiefly 
written  by  himself,)  whose  origin  was 
particularly  «bscure>t^t  whose  ^exploits 
struck  terror  ir.to-tfc^ja&nds  of  his  nu- 
merous enemies ;  -JBB^^hQse  services 
procured  him  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  most  illustrious  persona- 
ges then  in  existence, 
PAUL  JONES,  She  father  of  our  j 
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hero,  was  a  native  of  IVmbar  in  Sc«t« 
land  ;  by  profession  a  gardener,  and  it 
appears  had  lived  in  that  capacity  with 
several  families  of  distinction,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  Scotland,  and,  among  the 
rest,  with  the  Earl  of  Selkirk.— Our 
hero  was  born  about  the  month  of  June, 
1748,  at  Dumfries :  and  altho  it  vras 
generally  given  out  that  the  gardener 
was  only  employed  by  a  nobleman  to 
bring  up  the  younger  Paul,  and  adopt 
him  as  his  son  ;  yet  we  are  inclined  to- 
thin  k  this  story  was  set  afloat  by  some 
persons  who  cannot  reconcile  them- 
selves to  the  idea  of  so  much  magna- 
nimity running  through  the  veins  of 
"Ba$e- Born  Plebeians." 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  Paul  was  ap- 
prenticed to  Capt.  Johnson,  of  White- 
haven,  who  was  then  in  the  coal  trade  ; 
and,  from  his  father's  faithful  services 
to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  there  cannot  be 
a  doubt  of  the  EarP.s  gootluess  being 
extended  to  his  sou,  had  his  behavior 
corresponded  with  the  hopes  and  wishes 
ef  his  relatives.— But,  alas  ?  thus  early 
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in  life,  Paul  evinced  the  most  deter- 
mined resolution  ;  and,  during  his  ap- 
prenticeship, gave  no  inconsiderable 
ihare  of  trouble  and  anxiety  to  his 
master  by  his  obstinacy  and  perverse- 
ness  to  ail  around  him.; — Having  (some 
how  or  other)  completed  his  servitude,, 
he  immediately  signed  articles  with 
Capt.  Bains,  who  was  then  in  the  Gui- 
nea-trade ;  and  here  his  cruel  disposi- 
tion blazed  forth  in  its  proper  colors 
by  his  attempting  to  sink  and  destroy 
the  ship  and  cargo,  in  consequence  of 
a  slight  reprimand  from  the  captain, 
who  was  a  man  that  bore  an  excellent 
character  for  justice  and  humanity  to 
his  inferiors.  For  this  offence  he  was 
brought  home  in  irons,  but,  <T\ving  to 
some  defect  in  the  evidence  produced 
en  his  trial,  he  was  acquitted  of  the 
charge.  This  voyage  seemed  to  have 
altered  hi&  opinionjn  favor  of  the  sea- 
faring life  ;  for  he  now  resolved  to  trj 
his  fortune  on  land  ;  and  therefore  re- 
turned immediately  to  Scotland. — We 
are  sorry  to  observe,  that  in  this  part 
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of  the  history,  we  have  no  favorable 
record  to  make  of  the  pursuits  of  our 
wandering  and  turbulent  hero. 

After  committing  an  infinite  number 
of  excesses  IH  the  neighborhood  of  his 
patron's  residence,  he  attempted  to 
seduce  (and  but  too  successfully  suc- 
ceeded) the  virtue  of  three  young  wo- 
men, of  some  respectability  ;  two  of 
whom  soon  after  became  preg?iant — 
But  the  evil  did  not  stop  here ;  it  ap- 
pears, he  was  resolved  upon  complete- 
ing  the  wretchedness  of  his  victims,, 
and  placing  his  villany  beyond  the 
possibility  of  a  doubt ; — for,  it  was  na 
sooner  known  by  Paul  that  the  young 
persons  were  in  a  thriving  way,  than 
he  endeavored,  by  his  artifices  and  in- 
sinuations, to  prevail  upon  each  of  them 
to  form  an  acquaintance  with  a  wealth/ 
farmer,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making 
him  father  the  unfortunate  and  innocent 
offspring ! — And  it  is  a  fact  generally 
accredited,  that  he  completely  succeed- 
ed in  this  abominable  design. — After 
suah  conduct,  the  reader,  probably,  wiU 
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be  prepared  to  meet  similar,  or,  if  pos- 
sible, more  brutal  behavior. — From  the 
respect  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  had;  for  his 
father,  young  Paul  was  admitted  into 
the  house  as  a  domestic,  but  not  with- 
out some  excellent  a&nonitians  from* 
his  father,  who    earnestly  entreated 
him  to  leave    the   dissolute    part  of 
his    companions,   and  betake  himself 
seriously  to  amend  his  life*    In  this  as 
in  many  other   cases,  it  proved  only 
loss  of  time  to  reason  with  so  depraved 
a  character  ;  for  he  had  no  sooner  got 
into  this   situation,  than  he  paid  his 
addresses  to  one  of  the  females  in  the 
house,  and  who  very  prudently  refused 
to  accept  them.     But  Paul  had  made 
sure  of  this  prize  also,  determined  to 
run  all  hazards  rather  than  forego  the 
object  of  his  pursuit.     He  accordingly 
watched  an  opportunity  when  he  saw 
her  enter  the  dairy,  and  immediately 
rushed  in,  and  fastened  the  door  after 
him  ;  he  then  in  the  most  deliberate 
manner,  proceeded   to  insult  the  terri- 
&ed  woman*  aad  had  nearly  a«ft 
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ed  her  ruin,  when  her  repeated  shrieks 
brought  the  Earl  (who  was  at  that  tirn* 
near  the  spot)  to  her  assistance.  So 
flagrant  an  act  of  injustice  could  not 
easilj  be  forgotten ;  and  shortly  after, 
the  Earl  dismissed  him,  with  a  posi- 
tive order  that  he  should  never  again 
enter  his  habitation.  And  the  reader 
will  perceive  in  the  following  pages, 
that  Paul's  hatred  to  the  Earl,  from 
this  occurrence,  was  continually  rank- 
ling in  his  bosom  ;  and  that  he  embrac- 
ed the  first  opportunity  of  retaliating. 
Once  more  thrown  on  the  world,  the 
active  mind  of  Paul  soon  discovered 
means  for  his  future  subsistence.  Af- 
ter a  few  more  debaucheries,  and  a  few 
more  rapes,  he  wandered  about  the 
emmtry,  till  he  fell  in  with  a  large  par- 
ty  of  smugglers,  who  first  engaged  him 
in  the  capacity  of  a  servant ;  but  find- 
ing in  him  so  much  of  all  that  is  requi- 
site to  form,  in  the  cant  phrase,  "a  good 
9i&ugt"  they  proposed  a  partnership  to 
Paul,  and  he  immediately  acquiesced. 
But  IUB  wish  for  absolute  sway  grew 
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Disgusting  to  his  comrades*  £&&  they 
shortly  after  scouted  him.  Zs£his  di- 
lemma Paul  was  so  hand  "driven  to 
make  a  livelihood,  that  Ke  went  on  the 
highway  j  and  after  .committing  several 
robberies,  was  at  length  apprehended, 
and  tried  at  Lancaster,  where  he  was 
acquitted  in  consequence  of  a  trifling 
defect  in  the  principal  evidence.  Short- 
ly after  this  Disaster,  Paul  entered  on 
board  a  Suaderland  brig,  as  a  man  be- 
fore the  mast 4  and  in  this  employ  be- 
;came  not  only  an  expert  and  able  sea- 
man, but  particularly  well  acquainted 
(with  .the  whole  Northern  coast.  From 
jthis  brig  he  was  pressed  to  serve  on 
(board  a  man  of  war,  but  this  also  was 
|of  very  short  duration,  as  he  seized  the 
first  opportunity  to  make  his  esoape, 
land  again  commenced  smuggling.— 
(Paul's  better  fortune,  it  seems  at  this 
(time  smiled  upon  him:;  for,  rafter  a 
short  and  unsuccessful  cruize,  ;he  left 
lis  companions,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
idence  in  the  neighborhood  of  Brigh- 
ton. Here  he  soon  formed  an  intima- 
1* 
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cy  with  the  daughter  of  a  respectable 
farmer  ;  and  after  a  courtship  of  three 
weeks,«obtained  the  fathers  consent, 
and  l«ed  his  fair  prize  to  the  hymenial 
altar,  with  a  fortune  of  three  hundred 
pounds !  Altho  he  had  thus  easily  ac- 
quired some  property,  and  an  amiable 
woman  for  his  wife,  he  could  not  re- 
concile himself  to  the  cares  and  com- 
forts of  a  domestic  life  ;  but  falling  in 
with  several  of  his  old  companions,  it 
was  agreed  to  purchase  a  vessel,  which 
Paul  commanded  ;  and  placed  such  of- 
ficers on  board  that  he  had  the  most 
dependence  upon.  In  the  course  of 
their  cruizings  along  the  coast  they 
were  of  the  utmost  injury  to  the  com- 
merce of  that  country  ;  there  were  nu- 
merous instances  of  their  falling  in 
with  and  capturing  merchantmen, 
Loth  foreign  and  coastwise,  till  at  length 
taking  a  valuable  prize  they  steered 
for  a  port  in  France  ;  and,  after  most 
tempestuous  weather,  (during  which 
Paul  actually  threw  a  man  overboard 
for  seme  trifling  disobedience  of  orders) 
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arrived  at  Boulogne,  where  th«  cargo 
was  disposed  of  t%»  a  great  disadvantage 
from  the  damage  it  sustained  in  the 
last  storm. 

Our  hero  now  turned  his  thoughts  to 
wards  a  smirking  widow,  the  mistress 
of  the  hotel  where  he  took  lodgings 
during  his  stay  at  Boulogne.  After 
using  every  kind  of  stratagem  for  three 
;  months  successively  without  being  able 
to  prevail  upon  the  fair  hostess  to  ac- 
I  company  him  to  the  altar  of  Hymen,  he 
i deposited  two  hundred  guineas  in  her 
hands,  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
^intentions  to  return  and  render  her 
completely  happy,  and  then  took  an 
[affectionate  leave.  Paul  once  more 
(pursued  the  calling  of  a  smuggler ;  and 
tightly  judging  that  D^ver  was  an  eli- 
igibie  situation,  he  hired  a  capital  house 
jthere  and  figured  as  a  first  rate  mer- 
jchant.  Having  a  confidential  superin- 
itendant  he  had  many  opportunities  of 
visiting  the  whole  coast;  and  in  one 
jof  his  excursions,  falling  in  with  a  num- 
ber of  his  associate?,  they  formed  the 
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resolution  of  boarding  an  armed  vessef 
in  the  Downs,  which  had  been  fitted 
out  by  the  merchants  to  act  against  the 
Barbary  cruisers.  Enterprizing  and 
audacious  as  this  undertaking  was, 
from  the  numerous  revenue-cutters 
usually  stationed  in  the  Downs,  they 
completely  succeeded  :  two  men  and  a 
boy  were  the  only  persons  on  board,,- 
and  from  their  never  having  been  heard 
of,  the  owners  supposed  the  vessel  had 
been  driven  out  to  sea  and  that  all  oa 
board  perished. 

Paul's  crew,  flushed  with  repeated 
successes,  soon  increased  in  numbers  ; 
and  various  were  the  stratagems  they 
had  recourse  to  for  enriching  them- 
selves.— Their  first  expedition  was  t»' 
the  coast  of  Ireland,  on  different  parts 
of  which  they  landed,  and  plundered 
several  gentlemen's  houses  of  cash, 
plate,  jewels,  and  other  valuable  effects. 

They  sow  steered  towards  the  Sus- 
sex coas-t  j  and,  while  they  were  at- 
tempting to  effect  a  landing,  they  ob- 
ierved  two  of  the  king's  armed  cutter* 
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within  a  league  and  a  half  of  shore. 
By  taking  advantage  of  a  thick  fog 
that  arose  about  the  close  \»f  the  day, 
they  proceeded  farther  along  the  coast, 
and  disembarked  with  some  of  their 
most  valuable  effects  j  soon  after 
which  they  were  surprised  by  a  party 
of  Custom-house  officers,  and  a  despe- 
rate contest  ensued,  which  lasted  near- 
ly two  hours  ;  when  the  victory  decid- 
ed in  favor  of  the  smugglers,  altho  one 
of  Paul's  men  was  desperately  wound- 
ed in  the  conflict.  They  now  put  to 
sea  with  all  possible  expedition,  and 
shaped  their  course  for  the  Isle  of  Man, 
where  they  procured  a  supply  of  ammu- 
nition and  provisions,  and  then  sailed 
again  with  a  view  of  plundering  some 
merchant-ships  bound  for  England,  oa 
board  of  which  they  had  received  intel- 
ligence, was  gold  and  silver  to  a  con- 
siderable amount.  They  met  witli- 
only  one  of  these  ships,  and  that  not 
one  of  the  richest;  but  Paul,  finding 
himself  entitled  to  a  share  amounting 
to  upwards  of  five  hundred  pounds,. 
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determined    to  pursue   his  amour  ax 
Boulogne. 

When  on  the  point  of  disembarking 
at  the  Port  1'Orient,  he  resigned  all 
claim  to  the  vessel  and  her  appurte- 
nances to  his  companions ;  binding 
them,  however,  in  a  solemn  oath,  that 
tfeey  should  deal  with,  him  only  in  such 
articles  as  were  proper  for  sale  ai 
Boulogne  and  the  Isle  of  Man.  Paul 
slept  that  night  on  shore  ;  and  in  the 
morning,  after  sending  his  comrades  a 
present  of  twelve  dozen  of  wine,  and  a 
liberal  supply  of  fresh  provisions,  set 
out  for  Boulogne.  On  his  arrival  he 
was  heartily  welcomed  by  the  widow, 
with  whom  he  had  held  a  correspon- 
dence by  letter  during  the  several 
months  of  his  absence.  In  about  five 
days  they  were  married ;  and  after 
having  assumed  the  character  of  Land- 
lord, he  gave  the  principal  customers 
of  the  house  an  elegant  entertainment. 
For  several  weeks  his  behavior  was 
so  affable  and  condescending,  and  the 
articles  in  which  he  dealt  so  good  of 
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heir  respective  kinds,  and  so  mode- 
ate  in  price,  that  the  custom  of  the 
louse  surprisingly  increased-  But 
lature  had  not  formed  him  to  keep  in 
:he  bounds  of  moderation. 

The  idea  of  being  possessed  of  prop- 
erty sufficient  to  render  him  independr 
jnt  of  business^  and  the  prospect  of 
greater  riches,  swelled  bis  pride  to  that 
pitch,  that  he  was  no  longer  able  to  act 
aader  the  mask  of  humility  that  had  for 
some  time  disguised  his  natural  tilrbu- 
Sence.  Disgusted  at  his  shameful  con- 
luct,  his  customers  sought  other  places 
?f  entertainment,  where  they  could  be 
treated  with  civility  and  respect.  The 
3ecay  of  business  inflamed  him  to  a 
degree  of  the  utmost  extravagance  ; 
^tnd,  in  all  probability,  his  wife  would 
nave  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  impetuosi- 
ty of  his  temper,  had  not  the  amiable 
jtenderness  of  her  disposition  been  ca- 
ipable  of  giving  some  degree  of  modera- 
tion to  his  violent,  restless,  and  impa- 
tient spirit.  About  this  period  he  re 
beived  information  that  the  Earl  of 
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Derby  was  about  to  sell  the  Isle  of 
Man,  to  be  annexed  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  :  and  judging  it  neces- 
sary to  put  his  affairs  on  a  good  foot- 
ing, before  the  proposed  regulation 
could  take  place,  he  repaired  thither, 
leaving  his  wife  to  conduct  the  busi- 
ness of  the  hotel.  A  few  hours  after 
he  had  embarked,  the  vessel  was  ac- 
costed by  the  gang  of  smugglers,  with 
•whom  he  had  parted  at  Port  POrient; 
but,  upon  his  appearing  on  deck,  and 
waving  his  hand,  they  immediately 
altered  their  course.  As  soon  as  he 
arrived,  he  made  the  first  entry  of 
licensed  goods  transported  from  Eng- 
land into  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  hU 
name  stands  first  in  the  eustom-house 
books  at  Douglas.  He  then  returned 
to  Boulogne,  and  for  seme  time  carri- 
ed on  an  extensive  trade  with  different 
parties  of  smugglers.  Upon  the  de- 
cease of  bis  wife,  he  .again  went  to  the 
Isle  of  Man^  and  transacted  some 
business  in  the  legal  way,  the  better  to 
elude  the  suspicion  of  his  being  engag- 
ed in  contraband  dealings* 


The  Life  of  Paul  Jones.         J  f* 

Paul  was  not  yet  an  absolute  pirate, 
but  a  desperate  smuggler  ;  and  his 
crew  consisted  of  some  of  the  boldest 
and  hardiest  fellows  he  could  pick  up, 
sir  who  sought  refuge  from  their  crimes 
under  his  colors.  Blacks,  Swedes, 
Americans,  Irish  and  Liverpool  men, 
were  particclarly  welcome  to  him  ;  and 
in  the  North  of  England  he  was  called 
the  English  corsair.  Paul  having 
iroassed  upwards  of  three  thousand 
pounds  by  the  most  iniquitous  practi- 
ces, considered  that  his  situation  was 
very  precarious,  as  his  avaricious  turn 
of  mind  had  led  him  to  take  great 
advantages  of  several  of  the  smug- 
glers with  whom  he  dealt,  some  of 
iivhoin  he  apprehended  might,  at  length, 
be  provoked  to  lodge  an  information 
against  him,  on  account  of  the  illegal 
(traffic  he  had  so  long  pursued.  He 
(therefore  determined  to  sell  off  what 
bflfccts  he  had  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
repair  to  London  ,  but  before  he  put 
this  scheme  in  execution,  he  borrowed 
sums  of  money,  and  obtained 
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goods  from  different  people  to  a  con, 
siderable  amount.after  which  he  secret- 
ly decamped.  Fearing  that,  if  he  came 
immediately  to  England,  his  place  oi 
residence  would  be  discovered,  and 
measures  pursued  to  punish  him  foi 
his  fraudulent  practices,  he  went  tc 
Dunkirk,  and  there  opened  a  coffee- 
house for  the  entertainment  of  English 
travellers.  Here  he  renewed  his  prac- 
tice of  dealing  in  contraband  goods; 
but  in  a  few  months  he,  in  several  in/- 
stances,  experienced  a  reverse  of  for- 
tune. Several  capital  seizures  being 
made  of  goods  that  he  had  sent  tc 
England  for  sale,  he  was  driven  nearlj? 
to  a  state  of  distraction,  and  vowed 
destruction  to  the  party  with  whom  h« 
had  entrusted  so  considerable  a  pad 
of  his  property  ;  as,  through  his  ward 
of  precaution,  the  goods  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  king's  officers-, 
Paul  now  shut  up  his  house  at  Dun- 
kirk, and  prepared  to  embark  for  Eng- 
land, having  previously  remitted  a 
small  sum  to  each  of  the  person*  he 
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had  defrauded  in  the  Isle  of  Man  ;  and, 
as  they  accepted  of  payment  in  part, 
they  destroyed  every  idea  of  felony, 
and  constituted  their  respective  claims 
into  mere  matters  of  debt;  he  was 
therefore  no  longer  under  apprehension 
of  prosecutions  from  the  criminal  laws. 
Paul,  on  bis  arrival  m  England 
weat  to  Rochester,  in  Kent,  in  order 
to  solicit  payment  for  some  Smuggled 
goods,  which  a  tradesman  of  that  town 
had  bought  of  him  about  nine  months 
before. — Having  succeeded  in  that  bu- 
siness, he  came  to  London,  and  hired 
a  lodging  in  Long-acre,  where  he  had 
not  resided  many  weeks  before  he 
debauched  his  landlady's  daughter, 
who  removed  with  him  to  Tottenham  ; 
but  in  about  three  months  he  deserted 
her,  and  she  became  a  common  prosti- 
tute. Our  hero  now  engaged  in  a 
criminal  intercourse  with  the  mistress 
of  a  notorious  brothel,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Covent-Garden,  who  as- 
sumed his  name,  and  passed  under  the 
character  of  hie  wife. — The  woman 
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being  seized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  she 
expired,  while  he  was  examining  some 
accounts  in  a  parlor  adjoining  to  her 
bed-room*  He  no  sooner  discovered 
her  situation,  than  he  searched  hit 
pockets,  and,  taking  her  keys,  secreted 
all  her  ready  money  and  some  other 
valuable  effects,  amounting  in  th*t 
whole  to  about  three  hundred  pounds, 
and  then  absconded  with  his  booty. 
'^  About  this  time  he  made  a  conspic- 
uous appearance  in  the  city  of  London* 
where  he  lodged  in  Paternoster-r6Wc 
Me  then  conceived  a  violent  attach- 
ment to  gambling,  but  being  by  ne 
merms  a  proficient  in  the  science,  he  in 
about  six  months,  found  that  his  whole 
stock  of  wealth  amounted  to  no  more 
than  ^»  108.  Still  he  continued  to  fre- 
quent billiard  tables,  and  other  places 
of  gaming.  His  money  being  nearly 
exhausted,  he  then  found  means  to 
procure  the  command  of  a  small  smug- 
gling vessel ;  and  after  some  heavy  de- 
predations committed  on  the  trading 
ships  ef  these  kingdom*,  he  went  to 
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the  coast  of  Spain,  and  made  a  capture 
of  a  rich  vessel  bound  to  the  port  of 
Cadiz.  Paul  intended  to  carry  this 
prize  to  Genoa,  but  two  or  three  days 
after  her  capture,  she  struck  on  a  rock 
and  sunk  with  all  her  cargo.  Five  of 
the  men  were  drowned,  but  the  rest 
were  picked  up  by  a  Swedish  vessel. 

Soon  after  this  disaster,  he  took  up 
his  old  trade  of  annoying  the  coasting 
vessels  in  our  northern  parts;  in  a 
ihort  time  he  engaged  the  John  and 
Amy*  near  Berwick,  which,  after  a 
stout  resistance,  he  <lro\e  upon  a  rock 
just  off  the  harbor,  where  the  ship  bilg- 
ed* and  he  again  lost  his  prise,  The 
crew  were  saved,  except  the  wounded 
who  went  down  with  the  vessel.  On 
leaving  the  wreck,  he  fell  in  with  his 
«ld  master,  in  his  own  ship,  the  Anne. 
After  firing  a  salute,  Jfaul  gave  chas«, 
and  had  nearly  got  along  side,  when 
two  of  the  king's  sloops  appearing,  he 
tacked  about  and  made  clear  off.  By 
this  time,  however,  the  merchants  were 
more  on  their  guard,  and  the  vessels 
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kept  in  shore.  Upon  his  return  to 
Whitehaven,  he  seized  aye  ang  woman 
while  she  was  standing  on  the  wharf, 
and  placed  her  in  the  hold  ;  and  the 
following  day  he  enticed  a  publican  on 
board,  and  immediately  got  under 
^vveigh.  The  man  returned  .  several 
years  after,  but  the  woman  has  never 
been  heard  of -since. 

About  this  time,  America  began  to 
shake  off  her  allegiance  to  the  mother 
country;  and  Paul  finding  his  charac- 
ter would  be  an  insurmountable  objec- 
tion to  his  procuring  an  honest  liveli- 
hood, at  least  in  Great-Britain,  he  refit- 
ted and  victualled  for  a  foreign  voyage 
at  Havre,  and  then  set  sail  for  Ameri- 
ca. This  .was  in  the  year  1774  ;  when 
he,  perceiving  what  was  likely  to  ensue* 
wrote  to  Silas  .  Deane,  and  several 
others  who  were^after wards  leaders  of 
Congress.  He  was  strictly  examin- 
ed by  several  scientific  persons,  res- 
pecting the  coast  and  harbors  of 
England,  Ireland  and  Scotland;  the 
result  of  which  was  a  very  flatter* 
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ing  distinction  paid  to  him  by  the  lead- 
ers of  the  American  opposition,  and  he 
was  soon  after  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  privateers  fitted  out 
against  the  old  country.  His  success 
greatly  contributed  to  raise  him  in  the 
opinion  of  the  great  men  in  America  ; 
who  in  a  short  time  were  so  thorough- 
ly satisfied  with  his  spirited  conduct, 
that  they  imposed  no  sort  of  commanp  / 
on  him,  but  left  him  to  act  consistent 
with  his  own  ideas  on  all  occasions. 
He  proved  a  far  greater  annoyance  to 
the  numerous  traders  in  those  parts 
than  any  other  commander  in  the  ser- 
vice of  America-, 

Paul  was  now  employed  to  fit  out 
$he  small  squadron  which  Congress 
fiad  placed  under  Commodore  Hopkins, 
who  'had  the  command  of  all  the  arm- 
ed vessels  then  belonging  to  America; 
and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  our 
hero  'hoisted  with  his  own  hands  the 
j first  American  flag  ever  displayed  on 
feoard  the  Alfred.  The  conduct  then 
pursued  by  Lord  Donmore,  in  Virginia,, 


24        The  Life  of  Paul  Jones. 

'determined  Congress  to  detach  the 
squadron  against  him ;  but  the  com- 
modore, wha  never  entered  into  the 
spirit  of  the  cause,  displayed  neither 
talents  nor  inclinations  for  the  enter- 
prize,  and  thus  hesitating  and  making 
various  excuses,  till  the  so.uadron  was 
froze  up  in  the  Delaware  and  the  ex- 
pedition entirely  frustrated. 

The  frost  continued  two  months; 
and  after  this  delay  the  vessels  were 
disengaged,  and  set  sail  for  New- 
Providence,  the  principal  of  the  Baha- 
ma Islands,  where  they  found  a  very 
large  quantity  of  artillery  and  milita- 
ry stores,  of  which  the  American  army 
then  stood  greatly  in  need.  Here  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  recommend 
himself  to  the  particular  notice  of  the 
Commodore,  by  his  tactical  knowledge 
and  diligince  on  all  occasions,  and  in 
particular  for  his  services  in  mooring  j 
the  squadron  off  New-ProvidenceJin  a 
aeaman  like  manner. 

Returning  from  this  expedition,  they ; 
captured  two  merchantmen ;  and 
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after  the  squadron  entered  the  port  of 
New  London,  in  Connecticut.  Here 
the  Commodore  receiving  intelligence 
that  the  English  frigates  had  been  drir- 
en  from  Newport,  and  were  out  at  sea, 
took  advantage  of  the  darkness  of  the 
night  to  repair  to  Rhode  Island.  A 
council  of  war  having  dismissed  the 
captain  of  the  Providence,  one  of  th<j 
ships  of  the  squadron,  the  Commodore 
gave  Paul  orders  in  writing,  to  take  the 
command  of  her,  and  to  escort  some 
troops  that  were  proceeding  from 
Rhode  Island  to  New-York,  and  wh« 
were  destined  to  join  Gerleral  Wash- 
ington's camp.  He  then  received  in-» 
structions  to  escort  a  convoy  of  artil- 
lery and  ammunition  from  Rhode-Isl- 
and to  New- York,  for  the  defence  of 
which  it  was  destined.  During  the 
passage,  he  had  two  different  engage- 
ments with  the  Cerberus  frigate  ;  the 
first  for  the  protection  of  the  vesseli 
under  his  command; and  the  second  fer 
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the  preservation  of  a  vessel  from  St- 
Domingo,  ladened  with  naval  stores 
lor  the  Congress.  In  the  course  of  this 
§€rvice,  he  had  many  actions  with  ship* 
of  war  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Howe ;  but  on  these,  as  on  former  occa- 
sions, he  was  enabled  to  preserve  his 
«onvoy  ;  and  at  length  arrived  safe  in 
the  Delaware,  August  1,  1776.  On  the 
eighth  of  August,  the  President  of  the 
Congress  presented  Paul  Jones  in  per- 
son with  the  commission  of  Captain  in 
the  Marine  of  the  United  States  ;  this 
Vas  the  first  granted  by  the  Congress 
after  the  declaration  ef  Independence, 
ivhichtook  place  on  the  fourth  of  July, 
1776«  The -order  of  Congress  had  been 
given  for  the  construction  of  thirteen 
frigates;  but  a§  none  of  them  were 
jet  ready,  he  proceeded  to  sea  alone, 
t>u  board  the  Providence  a  vessel  of 
small  force,  a's  she  carried  no  more 
than  seventy  men,  and  twelve  small 
cannon.  When  in  the  neighborhood 
ef  Bermudas  they  fell  in  with  the 
Solebay,  and  her  convoy,  from  Charles- 
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town ;  she  xvas  a  thirty  two  gun  frig- 
ate, and  formed  part  of  the  squadron 
under  Admiral  Parker.  Captain  Jones 
was  of  course  desirous  of  avoiding  an 
engagement  with  such  superior  force  ; 
but  as  his  officers  and  men  insisted  that 
it  was  the  Jamaica  fleet,  and  as  it  was 
necessary  to  command  by  means  of 
persuasion  at  this  epoch  of  the  war, 
the  result  was  a  serious  engagement 
during  six  hours,  which,  towards  the 
close  was,  carried  on  within  pistol 
shot.  A  desperate  manceuver  was  the 
sole  reccoure  left  him  ;  he  attempted, 
succeeded,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  disengage  himself.  A  short  time 
after  this,  he  took  several  prizes,  and 
sailed  towards  the  coast  of  Nova-Sco- 
ti*,  to  destroy  the  whale  and  cod 
fisheries  in  that  neighborhood.  Near 
Sable  Island,  they  fell  in  with  the  Mil- 
ford  frigate,  carrying  thirty -two  guns, 
with  which  it  was  impossible  to  avoid 
an  engagement.  .A  cannonade  accord- 
ingly took  place,  .from  tea  o'clock  in 
the  morning  until  sun-get ;  but  the  en- 
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^agement  was  neither  so  close  nor  so 
\ot  as  that  \vitli  the  Solebay,  and  Paul 
it  length  escaped,  by  passing  through 
the  fiats,  and  entered  a  little  harbour 
next  day,  where  he  destroyed  the  fish- 
ery and  vessels.  After  this,  he  set 
sail  for  lie  Jfadame,  where  he  made 
two  descents,  at  the  same  time  destroy- 
ing the  fisheries,  and  burning  all  the 
vessels  he  could  not  carry  with  him. 
Having  accomplished  this  service,  he 
returned  to  Rhode-Island,  after  an 
absence  of  seven  weeks  from  the  Dela- 
ware ;  during  which  interval  he  had 
taken  sixteen  prizes  without  including 
those  destroyed.  The  Americans  had 
agreed  on  destroying  the  enemies  fish- 
eries at  He  I'oyale,  and  restoring  to 
liberty  more  than  three  hundred  A- 
merican  prisoners  detained  there  in 
the  coal  mines.  Three  vessels  were 
destined  for  this  service,  thy  Alfred, 
the  Hampilen,aml  the  Providence  ;  but 
the  Hamptlen,  commanded  by  Arnold, 
having  received  considerable  damage 
in  consequence  of  running  on  a  rock, 
could  not  accompany  him.  He,  how- 
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ever,  embarked  on  board  the  Alfred, 
and,  taking  the  Providence,  by  way  of 
consort ;  lie  set  sail  on  the  2d  of  No- 
vember IT76.  The  first  he  made 
prize  of  was  a  vessel  from  Liverpool, 
and  soon  after  the  Mel-lisli,  a  large  ar- 
med vessel,  having  two  British  naval 
officers  on  board,  and  a  captain  belong- 
ing to  the  land  service,  with  a  compa- 
ny of  soldiers.  The  ship  was  carrying 
ten  thousand  complete  suits  of  uni- 
form to  Canada,  for  the  army  posted 
there  under  the  orders  of  Generals 
Carleton  and  Burgoyne.  Nothirg 
could  be  more  seasonable  or  welcome 
';>  the  American  service  than  this  cap- 
ture ;  and  they  were  so  sensible  of  it, 
that  the  Congress  ordered  their  secre- 
tary to  transmit  the  public  thanks  of 
the  country  to  him,  his  officers,  and 
the  men  serving  under  his  command. 
The  Providence  having  left  the  Alfred 
during  the  night,  without  the  least 
pretext  whatever,  he  remained  alone, 
and  that  too  during  the  stormy  season, 
on  the  enemy's  coast  ;  but,  not  with- 
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standing  this,,  and  that  he  was  also 
greatly  embarrassed  withx  numerous- 
prisoners,  he  resolved  not  to  renounce 
his  projeit.  Me  accordingly  effected  a 
descent,  destroyed  a  transport  of  great 
value,  and  also  burned  the  magazines 
and  buildings  destined  for  the  whale 
and  cod  fishery. — In  addition  to  this, 
he  took  three  transports,  and  a  vessel 
laden  with  ling  and  furs,  near//?  Roy- 
ale  ;  these  prizes  were  escorted  by  the 
Flora  frigate,  which  happened  to  be  at 
a  small  distance,  but  was  concealed 
from  him  by  a  fog. — Having  taken  a 
privateer  from  Liverpool,  mounting 
sixteen  guns,  in  the  course  of  next 
day,  he  instantly  returned  with  his 
prizes  towards  the  United  States  ;  but, 
when  in  the  latitude  of  Boston,  fell  in 
with  the  Mil  ford  frigate,  which  he  un- 
willingly engaged. — Towards  night, 
however,  he  placed  the  Alfred  between 
the  enemy  and  his  prizes,  and  having 
given  the  necessary  instructions  to  the 
latter  to  make  for  the  nearest  port,  he 
changed  his  course,  set  up  lights,  and 
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by  this  stratagem  saved   the  vessel  he 
had  captured,  as  the  frigate  continued 
in  chase  of  him.    Next   day  k«   was 
fortunate  enough,  to  escape;  after  a  se- 
rious action,  which  was  not  terminated 
until  dark,  and  even    then  in.  conse- 
quence of  a  hard  gale  of  wind.    Hav- 
ing returued  to  Boston,   December  1* 
1776,  the  intelligence  of  the  uniforms 
he   had  taken  on  board   the    Mellisk 
reanimated  the   courage   of  the  army 
under  General  Washington,  which  at 
that  period  happened  to  be  almost  des- 
titute  of  clothing.     Besides,,  this  un- 
expected succour   contributed   not  a 
little   to   the  success  of  the  affair   at 
Tretttown  against  the  Hesssians  which 
took  place  immediately  after  his  arri- 
val.    He  now  paid  out  of  his  own  purse 
the  wages  due  to  the  crews  of  the  Al- 
fred and  the  Providence,  and  lent  the 
rest  of  his  money  to  the  Congress.-— 
That  assembly  transmitted  him  orders 
from  Philadelphia,    on  the  5th   of  Feb- 
ruary, to  undertake  a  secret  expedition 
*vf  great  importance,  the    design    ol 
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which  was,  to  lay  the  Island  of  St. 
Christopher,  and  the  north  side  of  Ja- 
maica, under  contribution  ;  after  which 
they  were  to  attack  Pensacola.  This 
project  was  first  conceived  by  our  hero, 
and  then  commiuiicated  to  Mr.  Morris, 
afterwards  minister  of  finance  ;  but 
such  was  the  jeaJousy  of  Hopkins,  the 
tommander-in-chief,  that  it  was  never 
carried  into  execution.  Hopkins  was 
suspended  for  this,  and^d  is  missed 
from  the  service  shortly  after. 

The  season  being  too  far  advanced 
for  the  execution  of  the  scheme  in  the 
West  Indies,  Paul  Jones  receive!  1  or- 
ders to  take  the  command  of  the  Am- 
phitrite,  a  French  vessel,  destined  to 
*ail  from  Portsmouth,  in  New- Hamp- 
shire, to  Fraace ;  whence  they  \u  in- 
to pass  into  Holland,  and  take  posses- 
sion of  tto*  Indicnne,  a  large  frig-ate, 
constructing  there  for  llu- 
Some  difficulties  however  cuMicd,  r.nd 
he  was  ordered  to  prepare  the  Ran- 
ger, a  vessel  mounting  eighteen  guns. 
Whe'n  General  Burgoyhe  and  his  ar* 
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rny  were  obliged  to  surrender  at  Sara- 
toga, it  was  Paul  Jones  who  was  first 
to  carry  this  interesting  intelligence 
to  Nantz,  whvther  he  arrived  en  the 
second  of  December,  1777.  In  the 
course  of  his  voyage  he  took  two  pri- 
zes, forming  part  of  a  convoy  from  the 
Mediterranean,  under  the  protection 
of  the  Invincible,  a  seventy -four  gun 
ship,  under  the  guns  of  which  one  of 
them  was  taken.  In  the  month  of 
January,  1778,  he  repaired  f  .  Paris,  to 
.make  the  necessary  arrangement  with 
the  American  ministers,  relative  to 
the  equipment  of  the  Indienne :  but, 
as  the  recent  intelligence  relative  to 
the  capture  of  Burgoyne  had  deter- 
mined the  court  of  France  to  recog- 
nize the  independence  of  America  by 
means  of  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  as 
the  English  ambassador  at  the  Hague, 
in  consequence  of  obtaining  possession 
of  the  papers  of  an  American  ?  ~?nt, 
found  that  tke  Indienne  was  the  prop- 
erty  of  Congress,  he  acquiesced  iu  the 
opinion  of  the  American  ministers  5 
£* 
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and  it  was  determined  to  c-ede  th« 
property  to  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, this  being  the  most  likely  meth- 
od of  preserving  the  ship  and  her 
stores.  He  then  returned  on  board 
the  Ranger ;  and,  as  he  had  received 
information  from  America,  relative  to 
the  force  and  stations  of  the  English, 
fleet  in  that  quarter,  he  immediately 
transmitted  a  letter  to  Mr.  Deane,  one 
of  the  American  ministers  at  Paris, 
communicating  a  plan  of  an  expedition 
with  a  squadron  of  ten  i«ail  of  tin* 
line,  a  few  frigates  and  a  body  of  land 
forces*  witU  a  view  of  completely  de- 
stroying the  enemy?s  naval  power  ac- 
ting against  the  United  States.  This 
scheme  was  not  adopted  until  it  was 
too  late,  and  then  of  course  became 
impracticable.  In  the  mean  time,  he 
took  several  American  vessels  under 
his  convoy,  from  Nantz  to  the  "Bay  of 
Quiberon,  where  Mons.  La  Motte  Pi- 
quiedfc  was  lying  at  anchor  with  six  sail 
of  the  line,  a  few  frigates,  and  several 
lerchantmen,  which  fae  took  under  lirs 
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protection  to  the  westward  of  Cape 
Fmisterre.  Mons.  l)e  la  Fayette  was 
on  board  this  fleet  which  was  provided 
with  clothing,  ammunition,  and  milita- 
ry stores,  for  America. 

Our  hero  readied  the  Ray  February 
13,  1778,  and  sent  to   demand  the   ad- 
miral,   if  h?  vcnUl  return  his  salute  ; 
arid  this  compliment  was  immediately 
;^n>. .-(!  to  by  that  brave  officer,  altlio' 
••!•  he  nor  Jones  knew  at  that  pe- 
iliat  a  treaty  of  alliance  had  been 
[1   between  France  and    America 
?  -ven  days  before.     This  was  the  first 
salute    received  by  the  American  flag 
from  any  po-vs.-r,   w.\  occasioned  much 
debate  ia  the  English  pailiament.    Soe 
the    Parliamentctry   Ilo ports  for    1778. 
from  the  Buy  of  Qui- 
^i,  but  did  not  enter    t;-c 
r^a'il  .  on  the  lonirui y,  lie  auchort-u  af 
Cariimeret,  where    he  \\a»  detained  bv 
uiuil  the  French  -ani- 
^'ourt  of  St.   James's 
lr.\f]  fcimounced the-  U'€iaty  n'rlv  con- 
.;    L>u\w:iA    1-il*    most    4J:ii*i*lidji- 
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Majesty  and  the  United  States.  On 
this  he  immediately  sailed  into  Brest 
water  and  saluted  the  Count  D'Orvill- 
iers,  who  re  turned  the  salute  and  receiv- 
ed him,  with  all  the  honors  due  to  an 
admiral,  on  board  his  fiagshipKZ,a  Bre- 
•fogne.  In  the  month  of  February,  1776, 
the  Parliament  of  England  had  author- 
ized the  King  to  treat  all  the  Ameri- 
cans, taken  at  sea,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  as  traitors,  pirates,  and  felons  ; 
this,  more  than  any  other  circumstance, 
rendered  Paul  the  declared  enemy  of 
Great  Britain.— From  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  an  exchange  of 
prisoners  had  taken  plftce  between 
General  Washington  and  the  comman- 
ders of  the  enemy's  army  ;  and  Great 
Britain  was-  obliged  to  submit  to  this 
arrangement,  and  consider  the  Amer- 
ican Soldiers  as  prisoners  of  war.  In- 
dignant at  the  treatment  experienced 
by  the  Americans,  Paul  determined  to 
make  a  grand  effort  in  their  bt-half, 
with  a  view  of  stopping  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  English  in  Europe,  as  \vell 
as  on  the  Western  CoRtweut.  He-  ao 


The  Life  of  Paul  Jdnes.          37 

eordingly  determined  by  way  of  retal- 
iation, to  effect  a  descent  on  some  part 
of  England,  with  a  view  of  destroying 
the  shipping.    It  was  also  his  intention 
to  make  some  person  of  distinction  pris^ 
oner,  whom  he  resolved  to   detain  as  a 
hostage  for  the   security  of,  and  in    or- 
der to   exchange    with  the  American 
prisoners  in  England.     Admiral  U'Or- 
villiers  to  whom  he   communicated  his 
project,    offered  to    procure  for  him    a 
captain's     commission  in   the   French 
marine,    that    in    case    he  met    with, 
any  disaster,  he  might   claim  the    pro- 
tection of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  ; 
but,  however  advantageous  this  was, 
he  determined  to   decline  the   accept- 
ance ;  because    in  the  first   place,  he 
was    not  authorized    by    Congress    to 
change  his  flag  ;  and  in  the  second,  such: 
a  conduct  might  have  rendered   his  at- 
tachment to  America  suspected. 

He  accordingly    sailed    from  Brest; 

and  advanced  towards  Ireland,   nee:- 

*       &  • 

lecting  the  capture  of  a  number  of  ves 
sets   within  his  reach,   as  he  did   no; 
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wish  to  diminish  ihe  strength  of  Ms 
cit-vv. — Near  to  the  cni  ranee  into 
rickfergag,  he  however  seized  on  ati-h- 
ing  boat,  manned  with  six  persons,  who 
proved  to  be  pilots.  The  D/ake,  a 
twenty-gun  ship,  happened  to  be  then 
in  the  road,  and  even  within  sight,  and 
ke  imagined  it  possible  to  obtain 

•••1  of  her  by  surprise  during  the 
night,  With  this  view,  he  immediate- 
ly gave  orders  for  making  the  nc 

-  ;  but  the  mate,  who 
had  drank  too  much  brandy,  did  not 
let  go  the  anchor  according  to  orders, 
which  prevented  the  Ranger  from  run- 
ning foul  of  the  Drake,  according  to 
l.-is  intentions.  As  he  had  reason  to 
b-ilieve  thai  his  appearance  had  not 
hitherto  given  any  clann,  he  deemed  it 
prudent  to  cut  his  cable,  and  return  in- 
to St.  George's  Channel. — Here  he  re- 
mained buflfetted  about  by  the  v»inds, 
daring  three  days  ;  until  the  weather 
baying  become  m*>re  favorable,  h- 
t^r.nined  a  second  time  to  attempt  a 
descent;  this  project,  however,  ;_ 
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ly  alarmed  his  lieutenants  :  they  were 
poor,  they  observed,  and  of  course  wish  - 
ed  to  undertake  some  scheme  that  held 
out  better  prospects  of  enriching  them- 
selves, whether  honorably  or  not  was 
only  a  secondary  consideration;  and 
this  accordingly  excited  a  disobedience 
of  orders  among  the  whole  ship's  com- 
pany, by  insinuating  that  they  had  a 
right  to  determine,  whether  the  meas- 
ures adopted  by  the  commodore  were 
well  concerted  or  not !  Mow  far  this 
doctrine  may  be  tolerated,  we  leave 
our  readers  to  determine  ;  without  good 
discipline  and  subordination,  it  is  im- 
possible for  a  commander  to  retain  his 
rank. 

He  was  at  that  period  a  few  leagues 
off  Whitehaven,  Cumberland  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Frith  of  Solway,  this 
harbour  was  at  that  time  a  very  con- 
siderable one,  and  has  since  greatly  in- 
creased, containing  nearly  400  sail, 
many  of  them  large  burthen,  and  Paul 
had  determined  to  take  advantage  of 
ebb- tide  when  the  vessels  were  high 


40         Tie  Life  of  Paul  Jnnee. 

and  dry,  to  destroy  them.  To  effect 
this,  it  was  necessary  to  land  about 
midnight  with  a  party  of  determined 
men,  and  to  seize  on  a  fort  and  strong 
battery  which  commanded  the  port. 
His  two  lieutenants  being  averse  to 
the  enterprise  altogether,  but  ashamed 
of  avowing  their  real  motives,  feigned 
illness,  and  kept  their  beds.  On  this 
he  determined  to  take  the  command  in, 
person,  and  with  great  difficulty  pre- 
vailed on  thirty  volunteers  to  accom- 
pany him.  With  this  handful  of  men 
and  two  small  boats,  he  quitted  the 
Ranger  at  midnight,  and  rowed  tow- 
ards the  harbour;  being  much  farther 
than  they  imagined,  and  the  tide  a- 
gainst  them,  day  broke  before  a  landing 
could  be  effected. — He  sent  the  smal- 
lest of  the  bor.ts  towards  the  northern 
side  of  .the  harbour  to  set  fire  to  the 
\esseis,  while  himself  advanced  to  the 
south^  ;to  take  possession  of  the  fort  and 
battery.  Arrived  at  which  our  hero 
was  the  first  to  mount  the  walls,  and 
carrj  the  fort  by  assault  j  when  thej 
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sailed  up  thirty-eight  cannon  mounted 
on  the  batteries,  they  advanced  north- 
erly, thinking  to  assist  the  other  boat's- 
crew  in  the  destroying  the  vessels, 
when  to  his  great  surprise,  the  boal 
was  returning;  without  having  accom- 
plished any  thing: — Chagrined  at  this 
miscarriage,  he  1  bought  it  advisable  to 
unite  his  forces,  with  a  view  of  effect- 
ing some  farther  mischief ;  and  rowing 
together  till  they  got  near  the  vesselsr 
they  separated  and  each,  party  comment* 
ccd  their  plan.  In  a  fesv  minutes,  the 
ships  were  burning  in  several  places  ; 
L»ein«;  broad  daylight,  the  port  and 
neighborhood  were  soon  alarmed.  Paul 
now  deemed  it  prudent  to  secure  iiis 
retreat,  which  he  effected  in  very  good 
order. 

Oa  his  returning  on  board  the  Ran- 
ger, the  wind  blowing  fresh,  he  set 
»ail  for 'the  place  of  his  birth  and  then 
Ms  father's  residence,  the  coast  of  Scot- 
land.—It  was  Ms  intention  to  take  the 
Karl  of  Selkirk  prisoner,  (the  same  no- 
Weman  who  had  been  so  great  a  friend 
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to  Mm  and  his  family,)  and  detain  his 
lordship  as  a  hostage,  in  conformity  to 
the  project  before  mentioned. — With, 
this  view,  he  landed  with  two  officers 
and  a  few  picked  men.  In  the  course 
of  their  progress  they  fell  in  with  sev- 
eral of  his  lordship's  tenants,  who  not 
suspecting  they  were  enemies,  inform- 
ed them  that  Lord  Selkirk  was  in  Lon- 
don, that  her  Ladyship  and  several  fe- 
male friends  were  then  at  the  Castle. 
Faul  immediately  proposed  returning, 
but  such  mild  conduct  was  not  confor- 
mable to  the  wishes  of  his  shipmates, 
who  were  inclined  to  burn,  pillage,  and 
destroy  every  thing  before  them.  Thus 
circumstanced,  he  perceived  it  neces- 
sary to  conciliate  his  people  at  all  e- 
vents  j  and  it  immediately  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  best  mode,  to  give  orders 
to  the  two  officers  to  repair  to  the  Cas- 
tle, station  the  men  under  arms  with- 
out, and  enter  by  themselves,  they  were 
accordingly  instructed  to  demand  the 
family  plate,  in  the  politest  manner, 
accept  what  was  given  without  asking 
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Jtny  questions,  and  then  to  return.  In 
this  order  he  was  punctually  obeyed  ; 
the  plate  was  delivered,  and  Lady  Sel- 
kirk observed  to  the  officers,  that  she 
was  extremely  sensible  of  their  moder- 
ation. 

Next  day,  April  28, 1778,  he  prepar- 
ed to  return  to  Carrickfergus,  to  attack 
the  Drake  in  open  day  ;  but  the  lieu- 
tenants were  averse  to-  this  enterprise 
also  ;  and,  by  their  example  most  of  the 
crew  became  so  mutinous,  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  hava  stood  out  to  sea 
and  left  him  ashore  at  Whitehaven. 
In  the  mean  while  the  Captain  of  the 
Drake  receiving  information  of  their 
descent  at  Whitehaven,  prepared  to 
attack  him  ;  while  every  thing  was  get- 
ting ready  he  sent  a  lieutenant  and 
boat's  crew  to  reconnnoiter  t  •  Ran- 
ger ;  Paul  immediately  masked  ail  his 
guns,  kept  his  men  out  of  sight  ;  and 
disguised  the  vessel  in  such  a  way  as 
to  resemble  a  merchantmeH  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  boat's  crew 
were  deceived  and  taken  prisoners  y 
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and  the  Ranger's  people  were  so  elated 
at  this  success,  that  they  unanimously 
agreed  to  give  her  battle  at  ail  events. 

The  Drake,  having  fired  a  gun  to  re- 
call her  boat,  \veighed  anchor  and 
came  out.  The  Ranger  lay  too  till  she 
•ame  within -pjstol-shot,  when  the  ac- 
tion commenced  v/ith  much  gallantry 
on  both  sides.  After  a  hard -fought 
battle  of  G8  minute's,  during  which  the 
Captain  and  first  Lieutenant  of  the 
Drake  nobly  fell,  fighting  bravely  for 
their  country,  the  English  flag  was 
lowered,  and  Paul  then  took  possession 
of  his  prize.  TJie  Drake  was  greatly 
damaged  in  her  masts,  hull  and  rigging, 
and  }«st  aboiit  forty  two  men,  either 
killed  or  wounded,  during  the  action. 

He  had  before  also  taken  several 
other  prizes;  but,  as  his  complement 
of  men  had  only  amounted  to  123,  he 
retained  no  more  of  them,  which  arriv- 
ed in  safety  at  Brest,  where  he  him- 
self anchored  with  the  Ranger  and 
Drake  on  the  7th  of  May,  after  an  ab- 
sear.o,  of  twenty-eight  days,  during 
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\vhich  he  had  taken  upwards  of  200 
prisoners.  This  expedition  was  of 
great  detriment  to  Great  Britain,  as  she 
was  not  only  obliged  to  fortify  her 
ports,  but  also  to  permit  the  arming  of 
the  Irish  volunteers,  as  Lord  Mount- 
morris  demonstrated  in  a  speech  in 
Parliament  that  session. 

At  the  time  he  had  been  obliged  to 
permit  his  people  to  take  Lady  Sel- 
kirk's plate,  he  determined  to  redeem  it 
out  of  his  own  funds  the  moment  it 
should  be  sold,  and  restore  it  to  tlie- 
family.  Accordingly,  on  his  arrival  at 
Urest  he  iestantly  dispatched  a  pathet- 
ic letter  to  her  ladyship,  in  which  he 
detailed  the  motives  of  his  expedition, 
and  the  cruel  necessity  he  was  under 
in  consequence  of  the"  conduct  of  the 
English  in  America,  to  inflict  the  pun- 
ishment of  retaliation,  This  was  sent 
open  to  the  postmaster- General,  that 
it  might  be  shewn  to  the  Government 
of  England  and  its  Ministers;  and  the 
Court  of  St.  James'  was  obliged  to  ex- 
dhange  those  very  Americans,  whorn 
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they  called  traitors,  pirates,  and  felons, 
against  the  prisoners  of  war,  whom 
Paul  had  taken  and  carried  to  France. 

During  the  course  of  the  war,  he 
found  it  impossible  to  restore  the  plate 
belenging  to  the  Selkirk  family :  he, 
however,  purchased  it  at  a  great  price, 
and  at  length  found  means  to  send  it 
by  land  from  1'Orient  to  Calais,  by 
means  of  M.  de  Callonne,  who  transmit- 
ted him  a  very  flattering  letter  on  the 
occasion  :  in  ihort,  he  at  length  receiv- 
ed a  flattering  letter  frem  the  Earl  of 
Selkirk,  ackhowl edging  the  receipt  of 
the  plate.  He  had  no  sooner  arrived 
at  Brest,  than  Admiral  the  Count  D* 
Orvilliers  transmitted  an  account  of 
his  expedition  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Marine,  in  consequence  of  which  it 
was  intimated  to  Dr.  Franklin,  that 
his  Majesty  was  desirous  he  should 
repair  to  Versailles,  as  he  was  resolv- 
ed to  employ  him  on  a  secret  expedi- 
tion, for  which  purpose  he  would  give 
him  the  Indienne,  with  some  other  fri- 
gates, with  troops,  &c.  for  the  purpose 
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of  effecting   a   descent.     He  was   in- 
stantly informed  of  this  by  the  ambas- 
sador, who  observed  to   him   that  this 
must  be  considered  as   a  profound  se- 
cret, it  being  of  so  important  a  nature, 
that  it  had    been   deemed   proper  4o 
withhold  a   communication  of  it  even 
to  his   colleague!.     Paul   immediately 
repaired  to  Paris,  where  M.  de  Sartine 
received  him  with  the  most  distinguish- 
ed politeness,  making  him,   the   most 
flattering  promises ;  and   the   Prince 
de  Nassau  was  sent  into  Holland  to 
give    instructions  -for  'the    necessary 
i  arrangements  for  arming  and    equip- 
ping the  frigate  intended  for  him.  But, 
In  a  short  time  after   this,  hostilities 
|  took  place  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, in  consequence  of  the  action  with 
La   Belle    Poule.— This  >not  a    little 
I  embarrassed  the  ministers  -of  the  Ma- 
rine, and  the  difficulty  was  not  dimin- 
ished by  the  intelligence  brought  by 
the    Prince,    who   asserted,    that  the 
( Dutch  would  not  permit  the  fndienne 
jio  be  equipped. 
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As  M.  de  Sartine  had  written  to  the 
three  American  ministers,  and  obtain- 
ed their  consent  for  the  commodore 
remaining  in  Europe,  he  ottered  to 
serve  on  board  the  grand  fleet;  he  al- 
b(>  communicated  several  plans  for 
tripling  the  power  of  England  ;  such 
as  destroying  her  trade  and  settle- 
ments on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  in 
Hudson's  Bay  ;  of  annihilating  their 
fisheries  in  Newfoundland,  intercep- 
ting their  East  and  West  India,  Lis- 
bon, and  above  all,  their  Baltic  tk^t, 
which  was  escorted  by  a  single  fri^ue 
as  he  had  learned  by  certain  inibrma- 
lion  from  England. — The  Minister 
adopted  the  last  of  these  plans,  and  he 
accordingly  repaired  to  Brest,  to  take 
tlie  command  of  one  of  the  frigates  in 
.  that  port,  with  two  others,  and  a  cutter, 
&c.  then  at  St.  Maloe's  ;  but  found  on 
his  arrival,  that  the  Admiral  had  ap- 
pointed a  French  officer  to  the 
ia  question  ;  and  as  there  was  not  a 
single  moment  to  be  lost,  the  senior 
officer  of  the  frigates  at  St.  M aloe's 
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was  dispatched  against  the  Baltic  fleet, 
which  he  missed,  by  not  steering 
sufficiently  near  to  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land to  intercept  it. — Being  greatly 
disgusted  with  a'  series  of  delays,  that 
ensued  during  nine  months,  he  at 
length  repaired  to  Versailles,  with  an 
intention  of  returning  to  America,  if 
he  should  not  immediately  obtain  a 
command. — But  he  recollecting  the 
saying  of  Old  Richard,  "If  you  wish 
that  your  affairs  should  be  prosperous, 
superintend  them  in  person;"  this  in- 
duced him  to  promise,  that  if  the  min- 
ister should  at  length  comply  with  his 
request  he  should  call  his  own  ship, 
"Old  Richard.5'  Accordingly,  on  ob- 
taining Le  JJuras  until  a  better  vessel 
could  be  produced,  he  called  her  Le 
Ben  Homme  Richard.  She  was  a  very 
small,  old,  and  infirm  vessel  that  had 
made  four  voyages  to  the  East  Indies. 
As  proper  guns  and  stores  could  not  be 
procured  a^  1'Orient,  he  repaired  first 
to  Bourdeaux,  and  then  te  Angouleme, 
he  made,  a  contract  for  such  arta- 
3 
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cles  as  he  wanted.  On  his  return  he 
found  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
wlio  had  returned  from  America,  was 
desirous  to  join  him  in  the  expedition, 
it  being  intended  that  he  should  com- 
mand a  body  of  land  forces,  he  having 
obtained  the  King's  commission  for 
that  purpose.  While  the  necessary 
arrangements  were  making  at  court,  a 
uava4  commissary  purchased  at  Nantz 
a  merchantman  called  Le  Pallas,  of 
thirty-two  eight  pounders,  and  a  brig 
named  Le  Vengeance  of  twelve  three 
pounders;  but  neither  of  them  were 
calculated  for  war,  being  very  crank 
and  their  timbers  in  many  places  de- 
cayed :  to  these  was  added  Le,  Grief, 
a  very  fine  cutter  belonging  to  the 
royal  navy,  carrying  eighteen  Bine- 
pounders;  with  the  Alliance,  a  new 
frigate  belonging  to  the  Hnited  States : 
but,  as  the  guns  had  not  as  yet  arrivet 
from  A»gouleme,  the  Good  Man 
Jtichard  was  armed  from  an  old  batte- 
ry of  twelve-pounders;  and,  as  the  ex- 
pedition was  intended  against  tke  efee- 
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my's  ports,  Paul  mounted  six  old  eigh- 
teen-pounders  in  the  gun  room  ;  so 
that  she  might  in  some  measure  be 
called  a  forty  gun  ship.  As  it  was 
found  impossible  to  procure  a  sufficient 
number  of  American  sailors,  he  deter- 
mined to  supply  the  deficiency  by  en- 
rolling English  ones,  who  happened  to 
be  prisoners  of  war  in  France;  and  in 
addition  to  these,  a  certain  number  of 
peasants  were  levied,  so  that  they 
might  be  said  to  have  been  as  bad  a 
crew  as  was  ever  shipped  on  board  any 
vessel. — Paul  was  given  to  understand 
however  that  the  chosen  body  ef  troops  > 
under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  would  serve  as  a  guarantee 
for  their  good  conduct ;  but  no  sotner 
was  the  squadron  ready,  than  he  recei- 
ved a  letter  from  the  Marquis,  intima- 
ting that  the  object  of  the  expedition 
having  been  divulged  at  Paris,  th« 
King  had  issued  orders  to  prevent  th< 
embarkation  of  the  troops,  in  conse 
quence  of  which  he  had  joined  his  re 
ginaeat. — Thus  th*  project,  which  wat 
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ne  less  than  that  of  putting  Liverpool 
the  second  town  in  England  under 
contribution,  failed,  in  consequence  of 
having  been  indiscreetly  communica- 
ted to  a  tattling  character.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  according  to 
the  first  arrangement,  his  squadron 
was  to  have  been  joined  by  fire-ships, 
and  500  men  of  Walsh's  Irish  regi- 
ment :  but  the  Minister  did  not  keep 
his  word ;  for  he  neither  procured  for 
him  the  fire-ships,  nor  the  soldiers,  so 
that  it  became  impossible  for  him  ta 
fulfil  the  plan  he  had  concerted,  al- 
though it  was  still  more  important 
than  that  of  seizing  on  Liverpool. 

The  little  squadron,  at  length,  set 
sail  from  the  road  of  Groays,  on  the 
14th  of  August,  1779;  but  they  hail 
no  sooner  proceeded  to  the  north  of  the 
'.Channel,  than  Le  Monsieur  and  Le 
Granville  abandoned  him  during 
the  night,  and  Le  Grief  soon  af- 
ter imitated  their  cenduct.  He  was 
was  then  extremely  anxious  to  cruise 
for  a  fortnight  in  tn*e  latitude  cf  Lime- 
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rick  ;  but  the   captain  of  the  Alliance 
also  left  him  during  the  night,   and  as 
he  had  now  with  him  only  the   Pallas 
and  the  Vengeance,  he  was   obliged  to 
renounce  his   original  intention.    He 
then  took  two  prizes  on  the   coast  of 
Ireland  :    and,  within    sight  of  Scot- 
land, came  up   with    and  seized   twe 
privateers,  of  twenty -two   guns   each, 
which,  with  a  brigantine,   he   sent  t 
Bergen  in  Norway,   according    to   th 
orders   he    had     received    from     D 
Franklin. — These     prizes,     however 
were  restored   to   the   English  by  th< 
king  of  Denmark.     When  he   enteret 
the   North   Sea,  he   captured  severe 
vessels ;  and  learned  by  his  prisoner* 
as  well  as  by  the  newspapers,  that   th 
capital  of  .Scotland    and  the   port 
Leith    were  left  totally   defenceles 
As  there  were  only  a  twenty-gun  shi 
and  two  cutters   in  Leith  Roads,  Pai 
deemed  it  practicable  to  lay  these  tvi 
places  under     contribution.    He 
indeed  no  other  force  to   execute   th 
project,  than  the  Richard,  the  Palla 
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and  the  Vengeance  ;  but  he  well  knew, 
that,  in  order  to  perform  a  brilliant  ac- 
tion, it  is  not  always  necessary  to  pos- 
sess great    means  ;    and  he  therefore 
held  out  the  prospect  of  great  booty  to 
the     captains    under    his    command, 
•which  had  the  desired  effect.     He  now 
distributed  red  clothes  to  his  men,  and 
•)ut  some  of  them  on  board  the    prizes, 
/>o   as  to  give  them  the  appearance  of 
ransports  full  of  troops.     All  the  ne- 
essary  arrangements  were  also  taken 
o  carry  the  enterprize  into  execution  ; 
ut,  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
ic  descent  was  to  have  been  made,  a 
adden  tempest  arose,  and  drove  them 
at  of  the  Forth,  or  Edinburgh  Frith  ; 
fid  so  violent  was  the  storm,  that  one 
f  his  prizes  was  lost. 
On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tmber,  while   he   was   cruising  in  the 
titude   of  Flamboroujrh  Head,  where 
\  hoped  to  be  rejoined  by  the  Alliance. 
*d   La   Gnef,  and  also  to  fall  in  with 
^e  Baltic  fleet,  this  convoy  acconling- 
\  appeared,  at  a  time   when  he  had 
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been  abandoned  by  several  of  his  eon- 
sorts  ;  had  lost  two  boats  with  their 
crews,  who  had  run  away  on  the  coast 
of  Ireland  ;  and  when  a  third,  with 
eighteen  mefi  on  board,  was  in  chase 
of  a  merchantman,  to  the  windward, 
leaving  him  with  only  a  scanty  crew 
and  a  single  lieutenant,  with  some  in- 
ferior officers  on  board.  It  was  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  tha't  the 
Baltic  fleet  appeared  in  view  ;  he  thea 
happened  te  have  the  wind  of  it,  and 
was  about  two  leagues  distant  from  the 
coast  of  England,  lie  learned  from 
his  prisoners,  that  the  convoy  was  es 
corted  by  the  Serapis,  a  new  vessel, 
then  carrying  forty-four  guns,  the 
lower  battery  carrying  eighteen-poun- 
ders  ;  and  the  Countess  of  Scarbo- 
rough, a  new  twenty-two  gun  ship.  On 
the  Friday,  six  sail  was  discovered  a- 
bout  two  leagues  from  shore,  in  a  most 
shattered  condition.  They  were  no 
sooner  descried,  than  the  armed  ves- 
sels stood  out  to  sea,  while  the  trade  . 
ships  took  refuge  umUr  the  ea&$*a  s£ 
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Scarborough-castle.  As  there  was  but 
.little  wind,  he  could  not  come  up  with 
the  enemy  before  night.  The  moon 
did  not  rise  until  eight,  and  at  the  close 
of  day  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of 
Scarborough  tacked  and  stood  in  for 
the  fortress.  Paul  was  lucky  enough  to 
discover  this  maneeuvre  by  means  of 
his  night-glass,  and  immediately  alter- 
ed his  ceurse  six  points,  with  a  view  of 
cutting  off  the  enemy  ;  which  was  no 
sooner  perceived  by  the  Pallas,  than  it 
was  supposed  his  crew  had  mutinied, 
which  induce<l  her  captain  to  haul  his 
wind,  and  stand  out  to  sea ;  while  the 
Miartce  lay  too,  to  windward,  at  a  ve- 
ry considerable  disiante :  and,  thus 
deserted,  he  was  obliged  to  run  all 
risks,  and  eater  into  action  with  the 
Richard  only,  to  prevent  the  enemy'* 
escape.  He  accordingly  began  the  en- 
gagement at  seven  o'clock  at  night, 
within  pistol-shot  of  the  Serapis,  and 
sustained  the  brunt  of  it  for  nearly  a 
whole  hour  at  tha-t  distance,  exposed, 
i»oi  onlv  *9  her  fire,  but  also  to  that  of 
the  Coimtftss  of  Scarborough- 
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In  this  unfortunate  extremity,  the 
Richard  being  in  imminent  danger  of 
going  to  the  bottom,  and  her  guns  be- 
ing no  longer  in  a  condition  to  return 
the  enemy's  fire  he  had  recourse  to  a 
dangerous  expedient,—to  grapple  with 
the  Serapis. — This  manoeuvre  succee- 
ded admirably  ;  he  fastened  the  Sera- 
pis,  with  his  own  hands,  to  the  Rich- 
ard ;  and  the  Captain  of  the  Countess 
of  Scarborough,  from  the  moment, 
ceased  to  fire  upon  him.  That  vessel 
being  to  windward  at  that  moment 
Paul  had  grappled,  instantly  dropped 
her  anchor,  hoping  by  this  to  disen- 
gage himself  from  him ;  but  this  did 
not  answer  his  expectation.  The  ene- 
my, however  possessed  th«  advantage 
of  their  two  batteries,  besides  th« 
guns  on  their  forecastle  and  quarter- 
deck ;  while  Paul's  cannon  were  either 
burst  or  abandoned,  excepting  four 
pieces  on  the  forecastle,  which  wefte 
also  relinquished  during  som*  minutes. 
At  that  period,  having  no  greater  ob- 
ject to  occupy  his  attention,  Paul  him- 
3*- 
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self  took  his  post ;  a  few  sailors  came 
to  his  assistance,  arid  served  the  two 
guns  next  to  the  enemy  with  surpri- 
zing courage  and  address,  A  short 
time  after  this,  he  received  sufficient 
help  to  be  able  to  remove  one  of  the 
forecastle  guns  from  the  opposite  side  ; 
so  .that  they  could  only  bring  three  to 
bear  upon  the  enemy  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  action.  It  so  happened 
at  this  period,  that  the  main-mast  of 
the  Serapis,  which  was  painted  yellow, 
appeared  extremely  distinct,  so  as  to 
form  an  excellent  mark ;  on  this,  he 
pointed  one  of  his  guns  at  it,  taking 
care  to  ram  home  the  shot.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  two  other  pieces  were 
admirably  served  against  the  Serapis, 
arid  swept  its  forecastle,  by  means  ef  an 
oblique  fire.  The  tops  also  seconded 
them  bravely,  by  weans  of  musquetry 
and  swivels,  and  threw  a  multitude  of 
grenades,  so  as  greatly  to  annoy  the 
enemy.  By  these  means  they  were 
driven  from  their  quarters,  notwith- 
standing their  superiority  in  peint  of 
men  and  artillery. 
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The  Captain  of  the  Serapis  resolved 
to  strike;  but  an  unlucky  accident, 
which  occurred  on  board  the  Richard, 
prevented  this..  A  bullet  having  de- 
stroyed one  of  the  pumps,  the  carpenter 
was  seized  with  a  panic,  and  told  the 
gunner,  and  other  petty  officers,  that 
the  .Richard  was  sinking.  Some  one 
observed  at  the  same  time,  that  both 
the  Commodore  and  the  lieutenant 
were  killed  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  gunner  considering  himself  as  com- 
manding officer,  ran  instantly  to  the 
quarter  deck,  in  order  to  haul  down 
the  American  colors,  but  he  soon  found 
his  mistake,  on  seeing  Paul  command 
at  the  guns. 

The  Captain  of  the  Serapis,  on  hear- 
ing the  gunner  express  his  wishes  to 
surrender,  instantly  addressed  himself 
to  Jones,  and  exclaimed,  "Do  you  ask 
for  quarter?  Do  you  ask  for  quarter?5* 
Paul  was  so  occupied  at  this  period, 
that  he  remained  totally  ignorant  of 
what  had  occurred  on  deck.  He  re- 
plied, however,  "I  do  not  dream  oi  s«r- 
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rendering,  but  am  determined  t«  make 
you  strike  !"  On  turning  round,  Paifl 
perceived  Lieut.  Grubb  in  the  act  of 
striking  the  colors,  and  seizing  a  pistol 
instantly  shot  him  dead !  This  is  a 
fact  well  known,  although  Paul  has 
passed  it  over  in  silence  m  his  wri- 
tifigs.  It  has*  been  observed,  that, 
•when  Jones  commenced  the  action,  the 
Pallas  was  at  a  great  distance  to 
windward,  while  the  Alliance  lay  to 
in  the  same  position.  When  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  former  perceived  that  the 
engagement  took  place,  he  spoke  to 
his  consort,  but  lost  a  great  *  deal  of 
time :  and  it  was  not  until  now  that 
they  came  withia  gun-shot  of  the 
Countess  of  Scarborough,  and  a  kind 
of  running  fight  took  place  between 
the  latter  and  the  Pallas.  The  Alli- 
ance  followed  them,  and,  on  passing 
the  Commodore,  fired  a  broadside, 
which  did  more  harm  to  them  than  to 
the  Comiabdore.  The  battle  still  con- 
tinued with  uncommon  ardour  between 
the  Richard  and  the  Serapis,  whose 
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rigging  was  burned,  and  her  main-mast 
cut  away ;  while  the  heavier  metal  of 
the  English  drove  in  one  of  the  sides 
of  the  Richard,  and  met  with  little  re- 
sistance. In  short,  their  helm  was  ren- 
dered useless ;  and  the  poop  was  only 
supported  by  an  old  and  shattered 
piece  of  timber,  which  alone  prevented 
it  from  giving  way.  After  a  short  en- 
gagement, the  Countess  of  Scarborough 
surrendered  to  the  Pallas,  1$  was 
then  that  the  Captain  of  the  latter  as- 
ked the  Commander  of  the  Alliance, 
"Whether  he  would  take  charge  of  the 
prize,  or  sail  and  give  succour  to  the 
Commodore?  On  this,  the  Alliance 
began  to  stand  backwards  and  for- 
wards under  her  topsails,  until,  having 
got  to  the  windward,  she  came  down, 
and  discharged  a  second  broadside 
against  the  fore  part  of  the  Serapis  and 
the  stern  of  the  Richard.  On  this  the 
Commodore  begged  for  God's  sake 
that  they  would  cease  firing,  and  send 
a  few  men  on  board  of  them  ;  but  he 
disobeyed,  and  fired  another  broadside 
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as  he  passed  along ;  after  which  he 
kept  at  a  respectful  distance,  and  took 
great  care  not  to  expose  himself  during 
the  remainder  of  the  action,  without 
receiving  a  singls  shot  or  having  a  man 
wounded  during  the  who.le  engage- 
ment. 

The  idea  that  the  Richard  was  sink- 
ing had  taken  such  possession  of  the 
gunner  and  carpenter's  minds,  that 
they  actually  opened  the  scuttle,  and 
made  all  the  prisoners,  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred,  sally  forth,  in  opposition 
to  the  commander's  reiterated  orders. 
This  event  might  have  proved  fatal, 
had  he  not  taken  advantage  of  their 
affright  to  station  them  at  the  pumps, 
where  they  displayed  surprizing  zeal, 
appearing  actually  to  forget  their  cap- 
tivity ;  for,  there  was  nothing  to  pre- 
vent their  going  on  board  the  Serapis ; 
or  it  was  in  their  power  to  put  an  end 
to  the  engagement  in  an  instant,  by 
either  killing  Jones,  or  throwing  him 
into  the  sea.  As  the  Richard's  three 
quarter-deck  guns  continued  to  play 
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on  the  Serapis,  raked  her  stern,  and 
damaged  her  mast  in  such  a  manner, 
that  it  was  only  supported  from  falling 
by  the  yards  of  their  own  ship, 
the  tops  poured  in  a  continual  dis- 
charge ;  the  fire  of  the  English  began 
to  deaden  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be- 
reave them  of  all  hope  of  ultimate  suc- 
cess. A  circumstance  however  occur- 
red, that  contributed  net  a  little  to  the 
victory  of  the  Richard;  this  was  the 
extraordinary  intrepidity  and  presence 
of  mi-nd  of  a  Scotch  sailor,  posted  jn 
the  main-top  :  this  brave  fellow,  of  his 
own  accord,  seized  a  lighted  match  and 
a  basket  of  hand  grenades,  with  which 
he  advanced  along  the  main-yard,  until 
he  had  arrived  exactly  above  the  Se- 
rapis' deck.  As  the  flames  of  their 
parapets  and  shrouds,  added  to  the 
light  of  the  moon,  enabled  him  to  dis- 
tinguish objects,  the  moment  he  per- 
ceived two  or  three  persons  assembled 
together,  he  instantly  discharged  a 
hand  grenade  among  tbem,  At  length 
the  Cap^a  f  the  Serapis  came  upon 
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the  quarter-deck,  lowered  his  flag,  and 
asked  for  quarter,  at  the  very  moment 
his  main  mast  had  fallen  into  the  sea. 
|#e  then  came  on  board  with  his  offi- 
cers  and  presented  the  Commodore 
with  his  sword.  While  this  was  trans- 
acting, eight  or  ten  men  belonging  to 
the  Richard,  s«ized  on  the  Serapis' 
shallop,  which  had  been  at  anchor  dur- 
ing the  engagement,  and  made  oft*. — 
It  was  eleven  o'clock  when  the  battle 
ended;  it  had  consequently  lasted 
more  than  four  hours.  During  the  last 
three  heurs  «f  the  engagement  both 
the  vessels  were  «i  fire ;  f>y  throwing 
water  on  the  flames,  it  was  sometime* 
supposed  that  they  were  quenched  ; 
but  they  always  broke  forth  anew,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  action  were  not 
wholly  extinguished* 

Next  morning  the  weather  was  ha- 
ty,  and  not  a  single  sail  to  be  seea. 
They  examined  the  Richard  to  see  if 
it  were  possible  to  carry  her  into  any 
port;  and  this  proving  wholly  im- 
fHacticable,  allthe  boats  were  employ- 
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ed  in  carrying  the  woumled  on  board 
the  other  vessel.  This  occupied  much 
of  their  time;  and  on  the  succeeding 
day  the  vessel  sunk.  On  this  occasion^*- 
the  Commodore  could  only  save  the 
signal  flags,  and  he  lost  all  his  proper- 
ty, amounting  to  25,000  livres.  The 
Commodore  now  assumed  the  com- 
mand o(  the  Serapis,  on  which  he  eivot- 
cd  jury-masts ;  but  the  sea  was  go 
tempestuous  that  it  was  ten  days  be- 
fore they  reached  the  Texel.  No 
sooner  was  his  arrival  known  than 
forty- two  vessels,  forming  different 
squadrons  of  frigates,  were  fitted  out 
from  the  various  ports  of  Great  Brit- 
ain against  him,  and  two  of  these  were 
stationed  three  months  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Texel  and  the  Fly.  At  length,  the 
wind  becoming  favorable,  on  the  27th 
of  February,  1779,  the  Alliance,  (to 
which  ship  Paul  had  shifted  his  flag,) 
set  sail,  after  having  lost  all  her  an- 
chors, one  only  exceptcd.  He  howev- 
er had  the  good  fortune  to  escape,  al- 
tho  she  passed  the  straits  of  Dover 
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within  sight  of  the  English  squadron 
in  the  Downs.  After  getting  clear  ef 
the  channel,  he  soon  reached  the  lat- 
titudeof  Cape  Finisterre,  and  entered 
the  port  of  Corunna,  January  16,  1780. 
On  his  return  to  France,  he  found  that* 
the  French  commissary  had  made  a 
private  sale  of  his  prizes  to  the  king, 
without  consulting  him.  On  this,  he 
repaired  to  Versailles,  along  with  Dr. 
Franklin,  but  was  received  with 
coolness  by  the  minister  of  the  Marims 
On  this  account,  he  declined  asking 
kirn  to  present  him  to  His  Majesty. 
This  honar  was  conferred  on  him,  how- 
ever next  day  by  the  Prince  de  Beau- 
veau,  captain  of  the  guards.  The 
public  received  him  at  the  opera,  and 
ail  public  places  where  he  appeared, 
with  the  most  lively  enthusiasm  ;  this, 
added  to  the  very  favorable  reception 
he  received  from  His  Majesty,  afford- 
ed him  singular  satisfaction ;  and  the 
Minister  of  the  Marine  from  that  mo- 
ment paid  him  the  roost  marked  atten- 
tion. The  Minister  of  the  Marine  a 
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short  time  after  this,  lent  him  the 
Arid,  a  king's  sloop,  carrying  twenty 
guns,  with  which  he  sailed,  October  the 
8th,  1780,  for  Ajn erica.  The  wind 
was  at  first  favorable,  but  he  was  soon 
after  hi  danger  of  foundering  on  the 
Pen-Marks,  and  escaped  only  by  cut- 
nng  away  his  main  and  mizen  masts. 
I  As  soon  as  the  storm  abated,  they 
|  erected  jury-mast?,  and  returned  to 
refit.  In  short,  it  was  the  19th  of 
December  before  he  cou4d  proceed  for 
Philadelphia.  During  the  voyage,  he 
fell  in  with  an  English  twenty  gun 
-ship,  called  the  Triumph ;  and,  partly 
by  stratagem,  and  partly  by  hard 
fighting,  forced  her  to  strike  her 
flag;  but,  while  they  were  about 
to  take  possession  of  her,  the  captain, 
taking  advantage  of  her  superior  sail- 
ing, made  off,  and  thus  escaped/ 

On  his  arrival  in  America  the  Con- 
gress,  on    the    representation  of    the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  passed  a  hw 
to  enable  him  to  accept  the  Military 
!  Order  of  France.    The  French  Minis- 
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ter,  on  this  occasion,  gave  an  enter- 
tainment, to  whieh  all  the  members  of 
Congress,  and  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  Philadelphia,  were  invited  ; 
after  which,  he  was  invested  in  their  i 
presence,  with  the  decorations  of  the  i 
Order — The  Congress  now  passed  an  ! 
act,  dated  April  14,  1781,  in  wkich  he 
was  thanked  in  the  most  flattering 
manner,  "for  the  zeal,  the  prudence, 
and  the  intrepidity  with  which  he  had 
sustained  the  honor  of  the  American 
flag ;  for  his  bold  and  successful  en- 
terprizes,  with  a  view  to  redeem  from 
captivity  the  citizens  of  America,  who 
had  fallen  into  the  power  of  the  Eng- 
lish ;  and  for  the  eminent  services  by 
which  he  had  added  lustre  to  his  own 
character  and  the  arms  of  America." 
A  committee  of  Congress  was  also  of 
opinion,  "that  he  deserved  a  gold  me- 
dal in  remembrance  of  his  services." 
On  the  21st  of  June,  1781,  Paul  was 
appointed,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
Congress  to  the  command  of  the  A- 
merica,  a  seventy-four  gun  ship,  them 
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building:  and  on  the  birth  of  the  Dau- 
phin, Paul  at  his  own  expense  cele- 
brated that  happy  event,  by  royal  sa- 
lutes during  the  day,  and  a  brilliant 
illumination  in  the  evening,  accompa- 
nied with  fire  works. 

An  unfortunate  accident,  soon  after 
this,  deprived  him  of  the  command  of 
that  fine  vessel ;  for  the  Magnifique  of 
seventy-four  guns,  belonging  to  the 
Marquis  de  Vandreuii's  fleet,  happen- 
ing to  be  lost  at  Boston,  the  Congress 
seized  on  this  occasion  to  testify  its 
gratitude  to  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, by  presenting  him  with  the  Ame- 
rica to  replace  her.  In  the  mean  time 
it  was  resolved  to  place  a  French  fri- 
gate called  I'lndienne,  with  two  or; 
three  armed  vessels,  under  his  orders, 
in  order  to  seize  on  Bermuda ;  but  as 
this  was  never  put  in  execution,  he 
applied  to  the  Congress  for  leave  to 
serve  on  board  the  fleet  of  the  Count 
d'Fstaing,  then  destined  for  an  expedi- 
tion against  Jamaica. 

The  Marquis  de  Vandreuil  received 
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him  with  great  distinction  on  board  his 
own  ship,  the  Triumphant,  where  he 
occupied  the  same  cabin  as  the  Baron 
de  Viomenil,  who  commanded  the  land 
forces.  When  they  were  within  sight 
of  Porto  Rico,  intelligence  was  receiv- 
ed, that  Admirals  Pigot  and  Hood 
were  preparing  to  intercept  them;! 
and  as  Don  Solano,  with  the  Spanish ! 
fleet,  did  not  meet  them  at  Porto  Ca- 
bello,  according  to  his  promise,  many 
of  the  officers  becoming  disgusted  with 
the  enterprize,  fell  sick,  and  Paul  him- 
self was  in  a  dangerous  state ;  but 
they  were  relieved  from  their  disagree- 
ble  situation,  by  intelligence  from  Eu- 
rope that  a  general  peace  had  taken 
place.  This  circumstance  afforded 
him  great  pleasure,  as  he  now  learne,d 
that  Great  Britain,  after  a  long  and 
bloody  contest  had  recognized  the 
sovereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  On  this 
they  repaired  to  St.  Domingo  ;  where 
he  received  every  possible  mark  of  es- 
teem from  M.  de  Beilecombe  the  GOT- 
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ernor ;  after  a  short  stay,  he  e-mbarked 
for  Philadelphia,  penetrated  with  gra- 
titude for  the  various  marks  of  esteem 
he  had  received  from  all  the  French 
officers,  during  the  five  months  he  had 
been  on  board  his  Majesty's  sqadron. 
Paul  then  demanded  permission  to  re- 
tirn  to  Europe  on  purpose  to  recover 
the  prize-money  due  to  himself,  officers 
and  sailors,  which  was  granted  him  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  dated  at  Prince- 
ton, November  1,  17B3.  On  this,  he 
embarked  at  Philadelphia,  on  board  a 
packet-boat  destined  for  Havre  de 
Grace ;  but  being  forced  into  Plym- 
outh by  contrary  winds,  he  toek  post, 
horses  for  London,  and  then  set  out  for 
Paris,  and  was  received  with  great  cor- 
diality by  the  minister.  Having  at 
length  received  from  the  Court  of 
France  the  amount  of  the  prizes,  he 
returned  to  America  on  board  a  French 
packet  boat.  He  then  purchased  a 
small  estate  at  Kentucky ;  and  after 
living  in  great  splendor  some  consider- 
able time,  died  in  the  summer  of  1801, 
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aged  52  years  and  8  months, 
ended  the  life  of  a  man,  who 
true  to  the  cause  he  espoused,  '< 
thereby  rendered  as^tmportant  servic 
to  America  as  the  most  illustrious  of 
her  commanders,  altho  his  birth  and 
education  was  much  inferior  to  theirs 
in  every  point  of  view  ;  and  whose  ex- 
ploits have  only  been  equalled  by  the 

lean  Naval   Heroes  of  the 
wan 


